MESSENGER –
September 2020
Dear Partners in Ministry,
Fall is almost here, bringing the buzz of energy that comes at the
start of a new program year! Here at Good Shepherd, we’ve been
discerning how to move into this season in these challenging
circumstances, and in this newsletter, we’ll share what we’ve
planned so far. We can’t wait to enter into this new season of
ministry together with you!
September 13th: “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday
Across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, the second Sunday of September
is “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday.
Congregations throughout the ELCA are
encouraged to go out into their
communities for a day of service, putting
love into action for the sake of our
neighbors.
We encourage each member of Good
Shepherd to find a way to engage with this call to service in a way that works for your
circumstances, whether it’s finding a pen pal in a nursing home or a child to whom you can
read over a Zoom call or a neighbor whose lawn you can mow. You are also invited to
participate in our congregational activity: a backpack drive for Gibbons Middle School. Please
bring your donations to the church and drop them off in the pink tote outside the front doors.
Our goal is to assemble 20 sets that each contain:
• 1 backpack
• 2 spiral notebooks
• 2 composition notebooks
• 3 pocket folders
• #2 pencils
• Pens (black or blue)
• A pencil pouch
• 2 highlighters
• Pack of index cards (100 count)

• Hand sanitizer
• Masks
Ideally these items should be gender-neutral. Please drop them off at the church by the
evening of Saturday, September 12th. Want to check on what we need? Check on the state of
our Sign-Up sheet. On Sunday, we invite those who attend our 8:30 parking lot service to stay
after worship and help us assemble kits.
One or two other school-related service projects may be offered on Sunday, September 13th.
Please keep your eyes on the weekly news!
September 20th: Kickoff Sunday
We officially kick off our program year on September 20th! Our worship will include a
blessing of the learning community, and adult education classes and children’s Sunday School
will begin that day. To celebrate this kick-off Sunday, all are invited to gather at Uhlman's in
Westborough (234 E. Main St.,) at 12 noon for ice cream and fellowship. We hope to see you
there!
Beginning that Sunday, our Sunday morning schedule will be as follows:
8:30am: Outdoor worship
9:30-10:10am: Sunday School for pre-K to 6th grade (online; 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
month)
10:15am: Digital worship
11:15am-12:15pm: Adult Education
[12-1pm: Children’s Special Learning Series *]
*for example, 4th graders will get to learn about Lutheran history on Sundays in October. See
the update from our Christian Education Director for more details!
Our Wednesday night programming will begin on September 23rd. We’re still fine-tuning this
offering; keep your eye on the Weekly News emails!
One question we’re hearing often is: what happens to our in-person worship when the
weather turns cold? Briefly: we don’t know. We don’t know how long we’ll be able to keep
worshiping outdoors, nor what the pandemic will be like when we have to stop. The approach
that’s served us best over the spring and summer has been to keep an open mind and remain
nimble and open to the possibility of rapid change, so that’s our fall plan too! We also intend
to structure many of our offerings to be available digitally, so even if we can’t gather in-person,
there will still be ways for us to live together into our mission to grow, nurture, and make
disciples in Christ.
Please hold our staff and leadership and one another in prayer during this unpredictable time!
You are certainly in our prayers.
Walking with you,
Pastors Jeff and Larson

OCTOBER MESSENGER
The deadline is Monday, September 28, 2020
Please email your articles to Caryn Francese in the office at office@goodshepherdcares.org

COUNCIL NOTES
On Tuesday, August 11th, the Council held their regular monthly meeting. This was a virtual
Zoom meeting due to the pandemic.
After opening devotions, where we focused on “our WHY,” we briefly discussed our
financial position. Joann was out of town, so we decided to table the financial discussion until
we could talk with her more in depth. We then quickly approved the minutes from the
previous Council meetings.
Council also discussed that repairs to the side entries to the church that have been
completed through a generous gift from a member. Pastor Jeff reported that the work looks
great but there is additional stone work that needs to be done to repair some crumbling walls.
A motion was passed to authorize Steve Brevik to spend up to $1200 to hire someone to
complete those repairs.
Pastor Larson presented an update on the Reopening Committee progress. A
communication will be going out to the Congregation explaining the plans, as follows:
• With a few small tweaks, we intend to continue offering communion as part of our
outdoors worship.

• At the same time, we want to emphasize; if anyone would like to receive communion and
does not feel comfortable attending the outdoor service, please let the church office or the
pastors know. We are confident that we can find a safe, socially distanced way to offer
communion to all who would like to receive it.
• Beginning August 16th, we plan to have the sanctuary open for prayer each Sunday
morning from 8 AM to 12 noon. Anyone is welcome to come by the church during those
hours and pray who is not under quarantine or experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19.
If you do come, we expect you to wear a mask and maintain six feet of distance from
anyone else who may be present. In addition, we ask that you not linger in the space after
you are done. (All known evidence about transmission of the virus points to an increased
risk the longer people remain in indoor, enclosed spaces with other people.)
• We have set up a sign-in sheet at the front entrance for anyone with a key to the building.
If you happen to be in the church for any purpose, please wear a mask and mark on the
sheet where you have been. This will help our sexton Steve Brevik to know the areas and
surfaces that need to be cleaned and disinfected.
• We acknowledge that as a congregation, we hold a diversity of viewpoints about how we
should be gathering right now. Some of us feel we should be worshiping indoors. Others
have said they will not attend until there is a vaccine and the pandemic is over. Many
more are somewhere in the middle. Our approach has been to take measured, gradual
steps in gathering for worship and opening the church building. At this point, we believe it
is best to continue with the outdoor worship services for as long as the weather permits.
In the meantime, we remain committed to hearing people's feedback and doing what we
can to accommodate people's spiritual needs while also honoring the safety of all.
If you have feedback to share, please do not hesitate to reach out to anyone on the reopening team!
The Council is very appreciative of all the work that the Reopening Committee is doing. If
you have a chance, please thank Kim Brennan, Bob Frederico, Garrick Grant, Jochen Salfeld
and Joan Olson.
Following this discussion, we started talking about the upcoming Congregation Annual
Meeting in November. We confirmed that our Constitution does NOT prohibit virtual
meetings, so for now, that is our plan. We will continue to discuss this at future Council
meetings.

The Council then took some time to focus on our pre-pandemic goals for the year and our
Epiphany “Star Words.” We found that our goals are as relevant as ever in this pandemic
world we find ourselves in. Our goals are:
• Strengthen personal connections
• Keep our mission statement in front of us
• Cultivate active listening and transparent communication and decision making.
And our star words included transformation, play, passion, heal, build, joy, confidence and
strength. It was fun to take some time to see how all of these words and concepts come into
play as we try to navigate through the pandemic.
Finally, we spent some time discussing feedback received from members of the
Congregation. One item was a question as to whether Council meetings are closed to
members. The answer to that is an emphatic no- Council meetings are open to anyone who
wants to attend. During the pandemic, it is challenging because we are meeting via Zoom.
But we can still accommodate anyone who wants to join the Council meetings- they just need
to call the office or Pastors to get the Zoom dial-in information. Council meetings are always
the second Tuesday of the month. Another topic of the feedback received was the impression
that Good Shepherd is becoming too political. Council had varying different opinions about
this and noted that we recently decided to turn down a member’s offer to put a Black Lives
Matter sign out front precisely because we felt that would be too political. Instead we wanted
to focus on a theme of loving all, respecting all, and welcoming all; and we tasked the RIC
Committee to build on that theme. This topic of whether Good Shepherd is becoming too
political is important and Council plans to spend more time drilling into and discussing it.
As always, we welcome any thoughts, questions or feedback you may have.

MUSIC MINISTRY NOTES
Seeking Musicians!
We are seeking musicians to provide special music during our digital services throughout the
fall. If you play an instrument or sing and would like to help in growing, nurturing, and
making disciples in Christ through music, please contact director of music, Kirby Stalley at
kirby.stalley@goodshepherdcares.org All are welcome to participate in this ministry.

THANK YOU
Dear Members of Good Shepherd,
During times of my illness, I was unaware of where I was or of what I was struggling to
overcome. I even occasionally lost the discipline of time. But, every day, through your cards, I
was reassured of the power of your prayers to God for my continuing return of strength and
purpose.
I thank you with all my heart. May God bless you all.
In Christian love, Arthur Matson
Dear Good Shepherd Family,
I have always felt God's presence in my life through the people He sends me and I have never
felt this as strongly as I did in the three months Arthur and I were separated as he underwent
surgery for a fractured femur, then recovery from the coronavirus to which he almost
succumbed and then rehabilitation form both. During that time, your prayers, phone calls,
messages of hope and encouragement, deeds of kindness and compassion made it possible for
me to remain at home alone, but never feeling alone.
At one point, when Arthur was very ill, my sister who was already on hospice contracted the
virus and passed away. Again, many of you were there for me again offering condolences and
caring messages. Thank you very much.
Through God's grace. Arthur and I are now together again and rejoicing as he continues in his
recovery.
With deep gratitude for all you have been for me and in Christian love, with hope for a bright
future for our congregation,
Nancy Matson
God is good. All the time.

TREE4HOPE
GSLC SPONSORS GABI
ABOUT US
Tree 4 Hope is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization committed to providing a bright future of long-term hope
for children, elders, and their families in Guatemala and around the world through educational, health, and
mental wellness outreach programs.

Hello friends of Tree4Hope!
For more than 10 years, our annual Silent Auction and Evening of Endless Desserts has been
Tree 4 Hope's largest and most important fundraising event of the year, however, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, we were unable to hold this year's event. Since we know that the Hogar
and Hope Academy need the funds from the Silent Auction, rather than just giving up and
waiting until next year, we've partnered with our friends at L2 Brands to create something
brand new! Using the link below, consider making a donation to Tree 4 Hope and, based on
your donation we will send you an amazing, one of a kind, gift of your choice designed by L2
Brands! Check out the attached catalogue to see all of the great options available to you and
keep in mind - it's not too early to start shopping for the holidays!
https://givingtools.com/give/10/2648
Many thanks for your support. Please share this with all your friends and networks!
Tree4Hope

CHRISTMAS GIFT SHOP & CRAFT FAIR
Dear Christmas Gift Shop and Craft Show Committee Members
Usually by August, we would have had one meeting in June to discuss the details of the
show. As of June 2020, we had nine vendors who had booked for the December 5 show.
The plan was to recruit more vendors over the summer to have a full complement (18) by
October.
We also had a few of our committee members decide to take a break this year for personal
reasons. Some of which were to participate in activities they have missed for the past several
years. I think, for example, of the Christmas Stroll in Nantucket during this time in
December. Although they would be missed, we had others that had stepped up to volunteer.
During the past month I have been in consultation with some of the Council members and
the Pastors, on how we could do this show during a pandemic. There were lots of scenarios,
but none that really worked. So, the decision to cancel the show was made.
We have enthusiasm, fabulous chefs, memorable vendors with their unique selections, Bob’s
famous chili, decorations that are outstanding, a cheese table, prizes, Raffle, and a spirit of
welcoming everyone to our church. This, plus, the help we give to our Teens at Good
Shepherd (TAGS) ministries, makes an incredible show. I will truly miss that this year.

So, my friends, we will have to take a “rain check” this year. Each vendor has been called by
me, apologies made, and a refund of their booth fee will be forthcoming to all who have
requested it.
Best to you all, keep well, safe, and enjoy your families,
Michele Conway

RIC UPDATE (RECONCILING IN CHRIST)
The RIC (Reconciling in Christ) committee had an in-depth discussion about how Good
Shepherd can appropriately represent its support for social justice in today's environment.
Council asked us to make a recommendation, so our recommendation will be a sign that
reads, "Love Thy Neighbor", surrounded by hands in the shape of a heart, representing
different colors and races. We are putting together a "mock up" to show council at their next
meeting.
The RIC Committee always looks for increased congregational participation. If you would like
to attend our meetings, please let Ernie Zimmerman (ezimmermann@townisp.com) know,
and he will send you the Zoom link, or email Ernie your thoughts.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL WRAP-UP
Even though it looked a little different than past years, Vacation Bible School was a great
success. A huge Thank You to all who helped to put together, and to all who
participated in, Westborough Ecumenical VBS 2020!

KICK-OFF THE PROGRAM YEAR ON SEPTEMBER 20TH
We are celebrating the beginning of Good Shepherd’s program year on Sunday,
September 20. Virtual Sunday School lessons for ages Pre-K through 6th grade will begin on
September 20. We’re also planning to gather safely together in-person at Uhlman’s Ice Cream
at noon. What better way to celebrate the start of a new year than with ice cream??

2020-2021 FAITH FORMATION
This year, we will be offering a virtual Sunday
Upcoming Sunday School Dates
School program featuring a combination of
September 20 – Kick-Off
weekly at-home lessons and bimonthly Zoom
Sunday
gatherings. We will post a link each week to the
• Uhlman’s 12PM
virtual at-home lesson for families to engage at their
• First day of Virtual At-Home
own pace. Each lesson will be accessible to children
Lessons
ages Pre-K to 6th Grade. The curriculum will follow
October 4 – Zoom Gathering
the lectionary, which means the lessons will examine
9:30AM
the Bible stories read in our worship services. We
• First day of 4th Grade Lunch &
will also be hosting Zoom gatherings on the
Learning Series
1st and 3rd Sundays of each month from 9:30(Saturday) October 10 – Save the
10:15AM, open to children of all ages. These
date . . . more information to come!
gatherings will be an opportunity to play, learn, and
October 18 – Zoom Gathering
grow together.
9:30AM
In addition to the bimonthly Zoom gatherings
for all ages, we will also be offering a “Lunch & Learning” Series for each grade
throughout the year. These special series will provide a time for children to learn with
others their own age, as well as to engage a specific topic more deeply. The first series will be
for 4th Grade - check out more information below!
Please Note: There will be NO Sunday School registration required for this year.
Everyone is welcome to participate in the at-home lessons and Zoom gatherings
as much or as little as you’d like! If you have any questions or concerns about Sunday
School, please email samantha.menapace@goodshepherdcares.org. I’d love to hear from you!
4TH GRADE SERIES: LUTHERAN HISTORY
Why are Lutherans named after Martin Luther? Did he really
talk to God during a thunderstorm, hide in a castle, and cause a
revolution in the church? These are the kinds of questions the 4th
Grade Class will ask and answer during their 4-week Lunch & Learning
Series on the history of Martin Luther, beginning on Sunday, October 4
at 12PM via Zoom.
th
4 Graders - We hope you’ll join us on the following dates:
Sunday, October 4, 12PM (Zoom)
Sunday, October 11, 12PM (Zoom)
Sunday, October 18, 12PM (Zoom)
Sunday, October 25, 12PM (Zoom)

MIDWEEK CLASS FOR 5TH & 6TH GRADERS
While it’s important for 5th and 6th Graders to learn about the New
Testament during the 2020-2021 Sunday School year, exactly how to
offer these lessons is still in the works. Families – please be on the
lookout for an email about the Midweek class shortly. If you have any
ideas, comments, or questions, please email
samantha.menapace@goodshepherdcares.org.

ADULT FORUM – STARTING 9/20/20. NEW TIME SUNDAYS AT 11:15 A.M.

“Called to Hear”: A study guide to the ELCA social statement, “The Church and Criminal
Justice: Hearing the Cries”
Given the attention to issues raised by the Black Lives Matter movement concerning policing
and racial injustice, our first topic will be the ELCA’s social statement about the criminal
justice system. We will use the ELCA’s study guide “Called to Hear” to explore these issues
from a Christian perspective. Below is a brief course description.
Four S’s describe the study of the ELCA social statement on criminal justice —
Statistics, Stories, Scripture and Strategies. We begin with a review of the statistics, and
they certainly give participants pause. The numbers of incarcerated individuals in the United
States are staggering; the abuses against people of color and those living in poverty are
daunting.
While the study centers on the topic of criminal justice and gives participants a good
grounding of our church’s stances on the topic, the study also serves as a bit of a refresher
course on faith issues. Many of the key words we use in talking about our faith: sin, grace,
justice, brokenness, redemption, reconciliation, forgiveness, law-and-gospel. All get explored
here in down-to-earth ways. Therefore this study carries us to the heart of what we believe
about God and relationships, and to what better place could God call us?!
1. Hearing the Call: Why are we called to care about our broken criminal justice system?
2. Hearing the Voices: Who is crying out?
3. Hearing God’s Call for Justice: How does God guide us to seek justice?
4. Hearing How to Respond Wisely: What are some models of ministry?
5. Hearing How to Make a Difference: How can we advocate for change?

We will use Zoom to show the videos and “handouts” for all participants until we resume
meeting in the church. Mark Booher and Jochen Salfeld will facilitate. Join us Sundays at 11:15
a.m. starting 9/20/20. You are welcome for only one or all the sessions.
If you have questions, please call (508) 870-0364 or email me (mark.booher@verizon.net).
We can even help you learn how to use Zoom!

TAGS
Back in March, we effectively put TAGS on hiatus while we scrambled to figure out what was
going on with the global pandemic and all. Six months later, we’re super bored with that
approach, and hope that if YOU are a rising 9th-12th grader, you’ll be part of revamping our
ministry this fall!
Step One: Make sure you’re signed up on our TAGS email list, ESPECIALLY if you’re a rising
ninth grader. (Parents, you can fill this form out also if you want to receive TAGS emails!) Fill
out this quick survey to get registered.
Here are some opportunities to connect throughout the month of September. Some things
(bolded)are specifically TAGS-oriented, and others (italicized) are great places to tap in to a
congregational event:
September 11-12: Camping at Circle CG Campground. We’re going tent camping in
Bellingham! Sign ups for this have closed, but let us know if you want to go in the spring or
next summer!
September 13th: “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday. Join us after 8:30 parking lot worship for a
local service project in partnership with Westborough Schools.
September 16th: TAGS Zoom Game Night
September 18-19: Reach the Beach 2.0. Can you run between 3-10 miles? Do you love Camp
Calumet? Then register for RTB 2.0. and run as part of the GSLC crew! Register at
calumet.org. Is the registration fee a barrier for you? Let Pr. Larson know, and we’ll help you
cover it.
September 20: Kick-off Sunday. It’s the official beginning of the program year! Worship with us
online or in our parking lot…and then come for some ice cream at Uhlman’s at noon.
September 27: Park-in Movie Night: Bring bug spray, blankets, personal snacks, and a
camp chair to the church parking lot. We’ll project a movie on the back of the
building…Greatest Showman, anyone?
Contact Pastor Larson (pastorlarson@goodshepherdcares.org) or Kristin Delannoy
(TAGS@goodshepherdcares.org) if you have any questions!

SEPTEMBER LECTIONARY
Date

Readings

September 6, 2020
14th Sunday after Pentecost
Outdoor in-person service at 830 am
Online Service at 1015 am

Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

September 13, 2020
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Outdoor in-person service at 830 am
Online Service at 1015 am

Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

September 20, 2020
16th Sunday after Pentecost
Outdoor in-person service at 830 am
Online Service at 1015 am

Jonah 3:10--4:11
Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

September 27, 2020
17th Sunday after Pentecost
Outdoor in-person service at 830 am
Online Service at 1015 am

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Psalm 25:1-9
Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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SIMPLY GIVING
Please consider signing up for
Simply Giving™ so that
Good Shepherd can count on
your contribution even while
you are away. Contact Stan Corbett, financial Secretary at
finsec@gsoodshepherdcares.org to sign up. In addition,
throughout the year the online giving form is accessible for
changes in your pledge. Go to
https://www.goodshepherdcares.org/give/
anytime to add a pledge or amend your current pledge.

See us online at:
www.goodshepherdcares.org
On Facebook
Search for Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of
Westborough, MA

NOTARY PUBLIC SERVICES
Caryn Francese, Notary Public
These services are provided at no
cost to the congregants of Good
Shepherd. Please call before you
come and note that she will not
be available to notarize on
Wednesdays between Noon & 3.
Caryn’s office hours are: Mon., Tues.
Wed. & Fri. 8:00 am to 3:00 pm, & Thurs. 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

