MESSENGER May 2018
Dear Partners in Ministry,
In this Easter season, I have been consistently

•

Over the April vacation week, about 60

pondering and praying this question – what

people from central MA gathered to hear

does resurrection look like? Another way of

Bishop Hazelwood’s talk on “Lands and

asking that is where are we sensing God’s

People of the Bible.” The night of

presence in our shared life together? One of

fellowship and learning that comes through

the benefits of serving as pastor at Good

time spent planning, cooking, preparing,

Shepherd is getting to see the full scope of our

and finally eating together was a highlight

ministries. Here are some of the many places

of 2018. Almost $1800 was also raised to

that I am seeing resurrection and God at work

support scholarships for students in the

through all of us:

schools of the Evangelical Lutheran Church

•

preceded by a whole crew of GSLC people

•

in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL).

Pastor Larson’s beginning on May 1st was
•

16 of our high school youth plus three

helping to move her in to her apartment on

adults continue to plan for the ELCA Youth

April 16th (Patriots Day). You may

Gathering trip to Houston at the end of

remember, that day was full of cold

June. We continue to pray for God’s spirit

temperatures, high winds, and LOTS of rain.

to lead us into deeper faith through this trip

Yet still, a crew of 20 to 25 people braved

where we’ll join with 30,000 other Lutherans

the elements and moved her in. It included

to learn, serve, and worship. It will be a very

some of our children, some of our elders,

different experience of what it means to be

and everything in between.

a part of the body of Christ than our regular

Approximately 20 first year Confirmation

Sunday morning worship services!

students shared their final projects,

•

A dedicated team of people has been

surrounded by the witness of loving parents

meeting to plan a major debt reduction

and family members. These have been on

campaign within the congregation. Imagine

display in the fellowship hall over the last

the doors that could be opened for our

few Sundays.

ministry if we were able to significantly
reduce our monthly mortgage payments!
Not to mention the money that would be
saved that otherwise would go towards
paying interest on a loan.

•

•

Other dedicated individuals continue to

MAY O.W.L.S Luncheon

serve through Council meetings, Ministry

On Tuesday, May 15th we

Cabinet meetings, specific ministry

will meet at noon in the

committee meetings, the Christian

Fellowship Hall. Dale

Education Director search team, the Music

Hava will speak on the subject of our church

Director search team, and many more!

financial picture. Please bring any type of

The fact that most Sundays over the past

‘owls’ you will to display for everyone to enjoy!

two months, there have been newcomers

Please let Joan Olson or Diana Barton know

visiting the congregation for worship

what you can contribute to the buffet table!

and/or educational programs. If you see a

May Lectionary

face you don’t recognize, please introduce
yourself!

Date

Readings

May 6th

I pray that you are sensing the places God is

6th Sunday of

bringing about resurrection in your life, and

Easter

that you are seeing and sensing the ways it is
happening in the life of Good Shepherd too.
Walking with you,
Pastor Jeff

Thursday, May
10th
Ascension of
Our Lord
May 13th

New Horizons Debt Reduction Campaign

7th Sunday of

Did you know that our current mortgage is

Easter

over $1,000,000? Can you imagine how
restrictive that is to a congregation of our size?
On May 6th we will begin a program to reduce
our debt ensuring a better future for Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church. It’s called New
Horizons and it coordinates with the arrival of
our new co-Pastor and all of the new
experiences we have before us. We think we
have some innovative ways to reduce our
current debt so please welcome our message
on May 6th and beyond.
Thanks for your continued support of GSLC and
its ministries.
New Horizons Committee: Dale Hava, Brad
McRae, Jochen Salfeld, Jim Black, Kathy Grim &
Michaela Joyce

Acts 10:44-48, Psalm 98, 1
John 5:1-6 & John 15:9-17
Acts 1:1-11, Psalm 47,
Ephesians 1:15-23 & Luke
24:44-53
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26, Psalm 1, 1
John 5:9-13 & John 17:6-19
Acts 2:1-21, Psalm 104:24-34,

May 20

th

Pentecost

35b,
Romans 8:22-27 & John 15:2627; 16:4b-15

May 27

th

Holy Trinity

Isaiah 6:1-8, Psalm 29, Romans
8:12-17 & John 3:1-17

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on
Common Texts, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

MUSIC MINISTRY NOTES
Psalm 98 begins: “Sing a new song
to the Lord!” In the past few weeks,
and in the weeks to come, we have
been, and will be, exploring some new
songs in the traditional services at 7:45 and
9:00. Poets and composers are inspired to pray
and to praise the Lord, and it is good for us to
learn to sing their songs. Everything that is old,
and familiar, and favorite, was once new, so I
encourage you to be brave and try the new.

Pastor Jeff has often chosen hymns with texts

children will be “Hopping in the Light of God”

by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. She is a graduate

for World Hunger. This is always great fun!

of the Princeton Seminary, and pastor of a

May 20 is Pentecost, so be sure to wear red!

Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia. She is a

Our traditional services will have wonderful

prolific writer of hymn texts, and follows the

hymns to the Holy Spirit, and our 10:45 service

lectionary very carefully, so her texts are closely

will be the service of Confirmation for our

related to the lessons of the day. She also has

second year Confirmation students. We look

written texts in response to national tragedies

forward to celebrating with them and their

and even hurricanes. She usually uses familiar

families.

tunes, so we can weave them easily into our

May 27 is Holy Trinity Sunday. I’m not sure if

services.

there will be a new hymn that day, but you can

On April 29, we sang “God, You Make All

be sure we will sing “Holy, Holy, Holy”! On that

Water Holy,” a song that was composed by

day, we change our worship schedule from

Mark Mummert, Cantor at Trinity Lutheran

three to two services. The traditional service

Church in Worcester, for the Ecumenical

will be at 8:30, and contemporary service at

Institute of Liturgical Studies, held in April at

10:15 throughout the summer months.

Valparaiso University. He set to music a text by

Blessings to you as the daffodils and forsythia

hymnist Ruth Duck, a pastor in the United

have finally arrived!

Church of Christ, and Professor of Worship at

In Christ, Bess Sproul

Garrett-Evangelical Seminary. She has written

Please consider signing up for

over 200 texts for hymns, some of which are in
our ELW. The baptismal text was particularly
appropriate for that day, as the lesson from
Acts talked about baptism, and Alexander Gillin
was baptized at the 9:00 service.
On May 6, we will welcome Pastor Victoria
Larson with “God Has Called Us.” The text is
by Susan Cherwein, and music by her husband,
David Cherwein. They are Lutheran writers who
have each made significant contributions to
anthems and hymns. David Cherwein directs
the National Lutheran Choir, based in
Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota.
On May 13, we will be turning to a song that
was once new, but has become familiar to us.
We have changed it to make it our own. We
will sing the African song, “Siyahamba,” but
instead of “Marching in the Light of God”, our

Simply Giving™ so that Good
Shepherd can count on your contribution even
while you are away. Contact Stan Corbett,
Financial Secretary at
finsec@gsoodshepherdcares.org to sign up.
The online giving form is accessible for
changes in your pledge. Go to
http://www.goodshepherdcares.org/onlinepledge/ anytime to add a pledge or amend
your current pledge
SAVE THE DATES –MAY
May 1st – May 3rd
Rummage Sale preparation.
9 am – 8 pm
Come help set-up for Rummage Sale – Fun
times and fellowship.
May 1st
Men’s Breakfast 8 at Christine’s

May 2nd

May 13th

Volunteering at Community Harvest Farm
30

Mother’s Day

Meet at the church at 3 pm or at the farm at 4

Regular Services & Sunday School

pm. All middle and high school youth are

Hopping for World Hunger

invited to serve for an afternoon at Community

May 15th

Harvest Farm in Grafton. All food grown here

Men’s Breakfast

is donated to the Worcester County Food Bank.

8 at Christine’s

We will be helping with the planting in the

OWLS Luncheon

fields, so dress appropriately. See you there!

Noon (FH)

rd

May 3

May 16th

Last Day to bring your rummage.

2nd Year Confirmation Rehearsal

Nothing will be accepted after Noon!

630

Gospel Ringers

May 19th

630 (BL)

Property Clean-Up Day - 9 AM to12 Noon

Learning Committee Meeting

We are trying to gather as many people as we

30

7 (CED)

can for a clean-up day of the church property.

May 4th

Please sign up if you are able to come! We are

Friday Group – Bible Study

looking to sweep away the sand in the parking

930 - KOB

from the winter, and power wash some

Rummage Sale

sections of the building to prepare it for some

6 – 830 pm

summer painting. If you have some wide

May 5th

brooms or a power washer we could borrow

Rummage Sale

please let Dave Golden or Pastor Jeff know.

9 – 11 am

There are also cleaning and organizing projects

th

May 6

that can be done inside. We hope to see you

Regular Services & Sunday School

there!

th

th

4 – 8 Grade Auction

May 20th

9 (DFH)

Regular Services & Sunday School

May 8th

Confirmation at 1045 service

Council Meeting

May 25th

7 (KOB)

June Messenger Deadline

th

May 9
nd

2

Year Faith Statements

7 (FH)

Friday Group – Bible Study
930 – KOB
Parkinson’s Support Group

th

May 11

1030 – 12 Noon (FH)

Friday Group – Bible Study

May 27th

930 – KOB

Summer Service Schedule Begins

Parkinson’s Support Group

Children in Church

1030 – 12 Noon (FH)

830 & 1015 Services

Youth Ministry News
Volunteering at Community Harvest Farm,
Wed. May 2nd

Teens At Good Shepherd

Together Always
Growing Spiritually
May brings the last fundraiser for the Youth
All middle and high school youth are invited to
serve for an afternoon at Community Harvest Farm
in Grafton. All food grown here is donated to the
Worcester County Food Bank.
We will be helping with the planting in the fields,
so dress appropriately.
On Wednesday, May 2nd, meet at church at 3:30
PM, and we’ll volunteer from 4:00-6:00 PM. See
you there!
Confirmation Faith Statements
Wed. May 9th
Our 2018 Confirmands will share their faith
statements on Wednesday night, May 9th from 7
– 8:30 PM. Parents and family members are
especially encouraged to attend! In addition,
everyone else is invited to attend too. Please
come and share in these stories of faith.

Gathering trip with the rummage sale, and one
more planning meeting. See you at church!
CALENDAR DATES
Wed. May 2nd – Come and sort through the
clothing portion of the rummage sale starting
at 6 PM.
Fri. May 4th – It’s the Rummage Sale! Come
and help anytime from 5:45 – 8:30 PM
Sat. May 5th – Final part of helping with the
Rummage Sale. Come and help anytime from
9 AM until 12 Noon.
Sat. May 19th – ELCA Youth Gathering
Planning Meeting 12 – 2 PM
Sun. June 3rd 11:30 AM – Help with
Children’s Sunday
Sun. June 24th – ELCA Youth Gathering
participants attend 10:15 AM worship and final
meeting at 11:30 AM

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLIPS
May 2018

Coming up!
HOP-IN-ING Sunday 5/13
PreSchool thru Grade 3 need to wear footwear for hopping. Donation envelopes
will be sent home to benefit World Hunger. Pennies, coins, anything is welcome.
CHRISTIAN COIN AUCTION 5/6 9:00 in the Downstairs Fellowship Hall
For all 4th-8th grade Sunday School, Midweek and Confirmation youth.
CONFIRMATION and Pentecost 5/20

10:45 a.m.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY 6/3
10:15 a.m. followed by Picnic and Games
Names are needed ASAP if your child(ren) wish to play a musical piece or serve as readers, greeters, ushers,
etc. Contact Bess Sproul or the office. Families are also needed to host games at the picnic.
The Christian Cabinet will be open to spend your coins.
CHILDREN-IN-CHURCH SUNDAYS BEGIN 5/27 and 6/3 thru 9/2
No Sunday School.
+ SUMMER SCHEDULE STARTS ON MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND +
and CONTINUES THROUGH LABOR DAY
2 SERVICES @ 8:30 and 10:15
A wonderful time to have your children experience worship.
Be sure to sign-up for our 43th Annual Summer Church Club.

CALUMET CAMPFIRE TALENT SHOW
With PIZZA SUPPER with SILENT AUCTION
Thank you so much for your support of our annual Campership Fundraiser on April 29th. It
is our major Campership Fund event. We showcased 20 acts and offered 110 items as part
of the Silent Auction. Special thanks to the Herz's for their annual donation of delicious
pizza from Uno's and to all of you who donated items to the Silent Auction. A tip of the
hat once again goes to Benet Bianchi and Tim Brennan who served as our MC’s. We were
honored to have a group of young women and men from Concordia as our guests for the
evening. They shared two group songs and a dance with us as well as taking part in the
“Are you smarter than a midweek student” contest on behalf of the alumni.

Campership Fund
Good Shepherd’s Campership Fund continues to help all children and families participate in a Christian
camping experience by providing financial assistance.

Our Fund provides –
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

The bus for Sunday School Weekend
$100 for all going to Calumet Resident Camp in the summer
Camperships for families in need
Fall Retreat family and adult camperships and reduced rates
9th Graders 1st Hammonasset Trip
TAGS Mission Trip Requests
up to 20 Camperships for Concordia youth

Our Fund is supported by –
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Receipts from the Sunday School tables at the TAGS Yard Sale
Cinnamon Bun Sales in February & March
Annual Used Book Sale
Annual Talent Show, Silent Auction, Supper
Paper Retriever earnings
Personal contributions
Rummage Sale Profits

In past summers we have helped send up to 20 youth from Concordia Lutheran in Worcester to
Calumet during the first week of the summer and one teen to L&S. Calumet has offered 20
slots again for this summer. Your Learning Committee has committed to provide 20
camperships @ up to $250.00 each.
So far we have heard that congratulations are in order for: Jo Casey, Bella Estes and
Dominic who have all been offered positions at Calumet this summer. Watch for details in the June Messenger.
Did we miss anyone?
Thank you so much to everyone who is helping with the Rummage Sale – workers, donators, shoppers and
cleaner uppers. Last year Over $3,400 was raised for our Campership Fund. What a blessing and what fun we
are having!

CAMP CALUMET REGISTRATIONS
It's time to register for summer camp at Camp Calumet Lutheran in West Ossipee, NH. Registration forms are
can be downloaded from www.calumet.org. Be sure to include Good Shepherd as your church. Don't miss out
on a wonderful opportunity - ages 8-16. Let the CED Office know when you've registered so that a $100
campership can be sent to Calumet in your name.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY 2018
The Sunday School year will culminate on June 3rd.
The Children’s Service will be at 10:15 a.m.
Attendance awards will be given out. So parents, please check the attendance charts to see if you are
in agreement with our records.
Midweek 5 th & 6th graders will offer the sermon.

Bibles will be presented to all second graders and older students new to
Good Shepherd who are in attendance. Those who are not in attendance will
receive theirs at our Rally Day Service in September.
All of our children’s choirs will be adding their voices and chimes to the
service. Any students who would like to participate in the service as readers
or by sharing a musical talent should speak to Mrs. Sproul or Mrs. Rich asap.

8.

All Church Picnic – bring a side dish and a dessert please
Games and Christian Cabinet
Bouncy House

DATES SET FOR THIS SUMMER’S VBS
The 2018 Westborough Ecumenical Vacation Bible School will be
“SHIPWRECKED”
Venture onto an uncharted island where kids survive and thrive.
Anchor kids in the truth that Jesus carries them through life’s storms.
It will be held from August 6 through August 10, 2018 at the Methodist Church. Forms are available on the
Learning Bulletin Board. Adult volunteers are needed!

ADULT LEARNING IN MAY
If you’ve never tried an Adult Forum stop in and sample one of the following sessions:

Sunday Adult Forums 9:00 and 10:45
On Sundays, join us for Adult Forum in Room 5, (1st floor),). Led by Mark Booher and Jochen Salfeld.

Adult Forum: Lutheran-Catholic Dialog – Declaration on the Way
New developments in Lutheran-Catholic Dialog over the past 50 years.
On April 29th, we started a four week series using “Declaration on the
Way: Church, Ministry, and Eucharist, starting with the fact that we are
rooted in Baptism. We will examine the areas of agreement and
remaining differences and reconciling considerations from over five
decades of discussion between the Lutheran and Catholic leaders. Did
you know this was going on to try and end the 500 year schism and what
has been worked out so far? Come and learn with us!

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
"Growing, nurturing, making disciples in Christ"
Westborough, MA (approximately 30 miles west of Boston)
www.goodshepherdcares.org

Job Posting for Director of Music Ministries – 30 hours/week
Good Shepherd is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). It is an active 700 member congregation in Westborough, Massachusetts. Our music
director must have a passion for proclaiming the gospel through music and an appreciation of
the importance of music in the ministry of a diverse and vibrant congregation.
Good Shepherd is seeking a musician with a focus on Lutheran ministry for a 30 hour per week
position. We are seeking a leader to plan and direct music for worship services, special programs and
community events. The Music Director is a member of the staff team for ministry. This team works
joyfully together, supports one another and prays with and for each other.
Responsibilities will include the following:
•

Serve as administrator of the music program, including collaboration with our organist and
contemporary music leader

•

Foster an atmosphere in which all our volunteer musicians, young children to adults, vocal and
instrumental, can present their offerings to God in worship

•

Work well with other musicians, encourage their participation in worship, recruit and support
directors for many different ensembles, and schedule their music offerings in worship

•

Plan worship and other special programs with our pastors and staff in a collegial and
supportive atmosphere, including attendance at weekly staff meetings

•

Direct and nourish our adult choir, bell choir, children’s choirs and instrumental programs

•

Strengthen and grow each of the existing programs

The successful candidate will have good communication skills in addition to strong demonstrated
musical gifts and keyboard skills. Applicants should have a firm grasp of Lutheran theology and
liturgical tradition.
A Bachelor’s degree or greater in music and five years of experience is preferred for this part-time
position.

Please submit a cover letter, resume and 2 references to:
musicsearch@goodshepherdcares.org
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church / 183 W Main St / Westborough, MA 01581
Reverend Jeffrey Goodrich, Pastor / Reverend Victoria Larson, Pastor

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
"Growing, nurturing, making disciples in Christ"
Westborough, MA (approximately 30 miles west of Boston)
www.goodshepherdcares.org

Job Posting for Part-Time Organist – 12 hours/week
Good Shepherd is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA). It is an active 700 member congregation in Westborough,
Massachusetts. Our organist must have a passion for proclaiming the gospel
through music and an appreciation of the importance of music in the ministry of
a diverse and vibrant congregation.
Good Shepherd seeks an energetic, collaborative, skilled organist to play the organ,
piano and keyboard for worship services for our congregation, and accompany the
adult choir.
Responsibilities will include the following:
•

Serve as part of the music ministry team working under the Director of Music

•

Proficiently play a Hook and Hastings historic, reverse tracker, two manual pipe organ weekly
at two traditional worship services on Sundays at 7:45 AM & 9 AM (one service at 8:30 AM in
the summer) and for special services throughout the year

•

Incorporate knowledge of Lutheran theology and tradition by supporting and learning music
that aids in the congregation’s growth, faith, and mission.

•

Accompany rehearsals for various ensembles and seasonal events. These include the adult
Chancel Choir rehearsal and any special seasonal services, funerals, and weddings.

•

Coordinate the maintenance and tuning of the congregation’s organ and pianos

•

Maintain professional competency by practicing, performing, and attending continuing
education opportunities.

•

Demonstrate strong communication, organizational, and leadership skills.

A Bachelor’s Degree in music or 5 years of experience is preferred.
Please submit a cover letter, resume and 2 references to: musicsearch@goodshepherdcares.org
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church / 183 W Main St / Westborough, MA 01581
Reverend Jeffrey Goodrich, Pastor / Reverend Victoria Larson, Pastor
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STAFF DIRECTORY
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Name

Ext.

ADULT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Opportunit

Day

y

Email
Sundays

The Rev. Jeffrey
Goodrich, Co-Pastor
The. Rev. Victoria
Larson, Co-Pastor
Ned Rich, Christian
Education Director

104

107

ned.rich@goodshepherdcares.org

Director of Music

106

Steve Brevik, Sexton

Bible Study

9:30 am

verizon.net
jeolson423@

music@goodshepherdcares.org

Men's
Breakfast
Super
Wednesday
Friday
Group

Tom Olson
8:30 am

tomo815
@me.com

6:30 pm

office@goodshepherd
cares.org
Joan Olson

9:30 am

jeolson423@
icloud.com

See Calendar for more specific about locations
Feel free to contact the office at 508.366.7095 with questions or

finsec@goodshepherdcares.org

Financial Secretary
Parish Secretary

Tuesdays

Fridays

Stan Corbett,
Caryn Francese,

10:45 am

icloud.com

education@goodshepherdcares.org

Consultant
Bess Sproul,

Forums

Mark Booher
mark.booher@
Joan Olson

Wednesdays
105

9:00 &

pastorlarson@goodshepherdcares.org

Suzanne Gillam,
Christian Education

Adult

Contact

pastorjeff@goodshepherdcares.org
Mondays

103

Time(s)

101

office@goodshepherdcares.org

email office@goodshepherdcares.org

See us on line at: www.goodshepherdcares.org
On facebook
Search for Good Shepherd

108

On Twitter: @PrJeffGoodrich
(Pastor Jeff), @gslc_wbro (GSLC)
#gslcWestboro

Co-Pastors
The Rev. Jeffrey Goodrich

The Rev. Victoria Larson

1329 Main Street,

46 Summer Street, #2

Concord, MA 01742

Westborough, MA 01581

Home: 978-254-5272

Cell: 302-897-4167

Cell: 508-808-1795

NOTARY PUBLIC SERVICES
Caryn H. Francese, Notary Public
These services are
provided at no cost to the
congregants of Good
Shepherd. Please call
before you come and note
that I will not be available
to notarize on Wednesdays between Noon & 3.
My office hours are: Mon., Tues. Wed. & Friday
8:00 am to 3:00 pm, Thur. & 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

